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I hope you and your families are staying safe and well, during this 
unprecedented time across the world. The COVID-19 pandemic is challenging 
us all; especially in the way we live, work and communicate. 

I would like to take this opportunity on behalf of myself, the Executive 
Leadership Team (ELT), and the families of Surerus and Murphy to thank you all 
for what you have done and continue to do, to weather this pandemic. 

Thank you for your continued support in our business throughout this 
pandemic, while:
• Working safely in the field to complete our winter projects, 
• Working within our facilities and offices to ensure equipment is available for 

upcoming ‘critical’ works, 
• Completing the monitoring of erosion and sediment control measures on our 

projects during breakup,
• Keeping our IT systems up and going, 
• And working from home continuing to focus on SMJV work whilst balancing 

family commitments. 

It is your energy, resilience and commitment that will ensure we get through this 
together and be a better company as a result. Over the long history of Surerus Pipeline 
Inc and J. Murphy and Sons Ltd, both companies have had significant experience in 
navigating periods of volatility and uncertainty and they both have emerged stronger 
on each occasion, this pandemic will be no different. Our focus remains on us living up 
to our core values: Never Harm, Trust, Integrity and Assured Delivery, ensuring the 
physical and mental health of our employees, and the protection of our business. 

The COVID-19 pandemic is indeed unprecedented but we will overcome this crisis and 
as a business we have much to look forward to in the coming months. Our two major 
projects, Coastal GasLink and Trans Mountain are very much supported by our clients 
and both the federal and provincial governments for a summer start. This is coupled 
with a significant number of other opportunities we are currently working towards with 
key clients including TC Energy, Fortis BC and several others. These opportunities will 
ensure we are busy well into the future when this pandemic has passed. 

I thank you again, and I hope you and your families remain safe and well.

SMJV’s CORE VALUES
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2020 OBJECTIVES AND TARGETS
As Surerus Murphy strives to be the company of choice for our people and our clients by delivering safe and quality work. 
Our vision is reinforced by a set of core values that shape everything we do. They help us to manage our relationship with 
all of our stakeholders and will support us through the challenge of future growth.

SMJV CORE VALUES: 2020 OBJECTIVES AND TARGETS

We never harm our business by 
protecting our people, the environment 
and communities

We work with mutual respect 
and transparency

We will exceed our stakeholders’ 
expectations on the delivery of 
our services

We do the right thing even when 
no one is watching

Check out our website’s new look: www.surerus-murphy.com.
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HEALTH AND SAFETY

Historically at SMJV during the January to March period, we experience a spike in three safety related incidents - vehicle 
collisions, hand injuries and slips/trips/falls.  

UNSAFE DRIVING

HAVE YOU EVER WONDERED WHAT THE MOST COMMON INCIDENTS ARE AT 
SITE? WE DID.

SLIPS,TRIPS AND FALLS

slips trips falls

HAND INJURIES

21% 

34% 

45% 

Tips: 
• Take injury prevention into your own hands. 
• Always wear task appropriate cut-rated hand protection readily 

available at our warehouses. 
• Also, look for a hand injury prevention program roll-out coming 

soon to your project site.  

of our hand injuries were related to 
pinching/crushing, lacerations and 
frostbite to name a few.

Tips: 

• Avoid slips by using traction aid devices and taking extra care 
when traversing different surface conditions. 

• Be aware of changing weather and adjust your footwear 
accordingly. 

of slips, trips or falls at work can lead to 
injuries, even death.

of our health and safety incidents were 
driving related. The risk is considerably 
higher during the winter months.

The most common type of multiple vehicular incident (MVI) is backing 
incidents, 43% of vehicle incidents are low speed reversing.

Tip:

• Circle check your vehicle, use a spotter, and be situationally aware.
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Intelex is SMJV’s management software program that provides a repository for ease of tracking, trending and reporting of 
safety, environment, quality and audit/inspection-related data.  

Intelex enables us to analyze trends, draw insights, meet compliance 
requirements and reduce administrative work. While allowing SMJV to 
accurately report, track and manage property damage incidents, spills, 
worksite inspections and injuries and extract learnings from the data with 
a user-friendly reporting application.

The program facilitates a customized dashboard relevant to SMJV 
that provides real-time data and can easily be analyzed by anyone to 
discover inefficiencies, track the effectiveness of initiatives, and assess 
compliance risks.

Intelex was officially rolled out on January 1st, 2020. Project safety and environmental incidents are currently being 
captured in the system and e-mail notifications of the events are distributed. Reports are automatically generated from the 
system through merge templates and circulated to clients and leaders, saving time and effort. 

SPOTLIGHT ON INTELEX

WHERE ARE WE NOW?

Intelex can be accessed from anywhere on any mobile device. Offline 
capabilities allow remote or unconnected users to capture data and 
sync when they regain connectivity. On-the-spot photos and video can 
also be captured and uploaded to the incident workflow. Events can 
quickly be entered through a mobile phone or tablet allowing for real-
time reporting and effective response.

WHAT IS IT?

WHY DO WE NEED IT?
SMJV benefits from a single source of truth – a central location 
where all loss and compliance related events are stored, incident 
documentation is saved and most importantly, accurate statistical 
reporting is subsequent. Intelex allows us to reduce the amount of 

paperwork, reduce time searching for incident information and provide transparency of internal records, stats and trends. 
Intelex cuts low-value administrative work so the focus can be on strategic programs, preventative actions, and spending 
time in the field.

Various project personnel have been 
trained to use Intelex, with more training to 
come for foremen and straws.

The SMJV performance dashboard has 
been customized and is tracking key 
performance indicators. The dashboard 
shows how we are performing with any 
project, at any time.
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GET STARTED WITH OUR HEADVERSITY APP
SMJV’s leadership is committed to the wellness of all our staff and recognise that the current Covid-19 pandemic can be 
very stressful, due to the many necessary inconveniences that we all currently face.

As the pandemic evolves, we have felt various levels of stress; however, it’s our personal resilience that changes 
how we think and behave to face these changes, stresses or adversity. Our senior leaders engaged a Calgary based 
company called ‘headversity’ who provides an online resilience training app to help all of us build on our resilience in 
the workplace and our everyday lives.

You can download our headversity app for free from App Store or Google Play.
Email wellness@surerus-murphy.com for the access code to sign-up.

ABOUT HEADVERSITY APP?
Headversity is the only resilience training app in Canada with a validated measurement tool, and is steeped in evidence-
based principles from the fields of neuroscience, psychiatry, and performance psychology. Headversity describes 
resilience as your readiness to face adversity. Achieving resilience is achieving good mental health. Their machine 
learning algorithm, headscan, measures and tracks your resilience, offering a custom learning path to train each of the six 
resilience skills.

MENTAL HEALTH
Understand illness and when help 

is needed.

MENTAL FITNESS
Learn the tools used by top athletes to 

regulate stress.

SELF EXPERTISE
Know your purpose, know your why.

HARDINESS
Develop personal assets to tolerate 

stress and weather the storm.

MINDFULNESS
Stay grounded, focused, and in 

the moment.

ENERGY MANAGEMENT
Move often. Eat for energy. Sleep, 

period. Think clearly.

BUILD EMOTIONAL WELLNESS AND RESILIENCE WITH SIX SKILLS:
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GETTING TO KNOW OUR EMPLOYEES
At SMJV, we have great people working with us across all disciplines. With International Women’s Day in March, we 
would like to take a moment to get to know a few inspiring women making a difference in our business.

Tell us how you began your career in Engineering and 
your journey with SMJV?

I started out in Accounts Payable at a drilling company 
during a gap year in University and realized I was really 
interested in the technical side of the business. I found the 
Petroleum Engineer diploma program at NAIT, but after 
graduating in 2015 and with no jobs in Calgary, I continued 
at University of Calgary (U of C) and completed a degree 
in Engineering. At U of C, my engineering classes were 
approximately 10%-15% women but everyone was very 
supportive and never treated anyone differently based on 
gender. 

At the project site, I may be new, young and female but 
we are all here for the same reason, to build this pipe, 
and I have something to contribute. When I see a room of 
people, I don’t see gender, I see my team and believe we 
can all contribute.

What do you find the most satisfying about your 
career?

In the field, I’ve experienced and learned far more than 
I would at an engineering firm or an office. I see what 
happens on the right-of-way, the equipment being used and 
what really goes into building mega projects. I have a real 
sense of pride being part of this process and watching it 
through to completion.

Best advice you’ve received with respect to your 
career?

Remembering the importance of having a work/life balance. 
When working away from home and being so focused on 
the job it can be difficult to remember. But it’s important to 
make time for yourself and prioritize your friends and family 
when you have the chance.

Biggest challenge as a woman in your career or in our 
industry?

Being underestimated. Sometimes, people assume 
because I am young, female and sitting at a desk I am 
not an engineer. My challenge is readjusting people’s 
perception and showing I have something to contribute.

What’s the most important piece of advice you’d 
give to a woman thinking of starting a career in our 
industry?

Find yourself a mentor to give you honest feedback and 
sound advice and talk you through various situations. 
Someone that can guide you in the direction you want to 
go, that allows you to work through things, so you don’t 
have to tough it out alone. 

How do we attract more women to SMJV and a career 
within pipeline construction?

Showcase that there are women in technical roles and on 
the right-of-way at SMJV. Women joining the team do not 
need to be trail blazers or are alone on the projects. It is 
not as scary as I thought it would be. Between the TCE/ 
CGL team and ours there are three out of twelve women 
engineers – that’s 25% - and that’s not bad at all. 

Who is the inspiring woman in your life?

My mom and some of my cousins. They have all taken 
different paths, but love what they do for a living, working 
in male dominated industries, and all manage to also lead 
a balanced life. They inspired me to find my own way and 
passion and I was never held back based on gender.

JESSICA PEARSON - FIELD ENGINEER / PROGRESS CHASER

Let’s meet Jessica Pearson...



7www.surerus-murphy.com | The Write of Way | Spring 2020

THE WRITE OF WAY
MEET VANDA FAVARO A CANADIAN PODCAST AWARD WINNER!

Vanda Favaro, SMJV’s HSE Program Administrator recently won 
the Canadian Podcast award for Outstanding Sports Series. I’m 
sure you are wondering what the award is all about, so Shalayne 
Athanassiadis caught up with Vanda to find out her sports 
podcasting journey.

HOW DID YOUR PODCAST BEGIN?
My friend Alison and I discussed how our husbands are 
obsessed with sports especially NFL, so a lot of our lives 
revolved around sports. We didn’t know a lot about the game 
itself, and didn’t consider ourselves sports fans, but our vacations 
revolved around sporting events. We even went to the Pro Bowl 
for our 10th wedding anniversary, it was my idea and it was in 
Hawaii. It was great, Frank got one day of sports and I got a 
week in Hawaii. This was a marital compromise at its finest, I 
earned wife points for life, we have been married for 25 years.

My friend and I thought there has to be people like us, that want to learn and talk more about sports that interests them, 
and not just the numbers and stats, but players live what charities that they are involved in, and also rant about the 
bad boys. As we started looking for these types of podcasts, we found there was nothing for the very casual fan. So we 
thought we would start one.

WHEN DID YOUR PODCAST BEGIN?
I started just over three years ago. I have a hobby in video editing, so naturally, audio editing wouldn’t be that hard. I found 
a platform to host the podcast and now it’s on Stitcher, Apple Podcasts, and pretty much anywhere you can find podcasts. 
I wanted to talk to an audience that was like me, probably spouses of sports fans who could learn about the players lives, 
a little bit about the X’s and O’s. However, surprisingly a lot of listeners are major sports fans! One of the first segments 
was called From the Bench, there I would solicit corrections from listeners. I knew, I didn’t know anything about sports and 
this was the only way I would learn more.

My podcast is called “Tight Ends Podcast - A sports podcast for the rest of us” and my 
opening tagline “I don’t know much about football, but I know a tight end when I see one”. 
Podcast episodes are an hour long. Every episode, there is a halftime show where I talk 
about anything not pertaining to sports. I’ve visited breweries, spoken to a marine biologist 
about how we can protect the oceans, it’s pretty cool.

Meeting people over Skype is possibly my favorite part about podcasting. Now that my co-
host has left, I have regular guest co-hosts every episode. It is amazing how many people 
say yes and want to be on the podcast. I had a college football player on during the playoffs, 
we met over Facebook, and he has his own podcast too. It’s incredible, I’m fortunate to meet 
other people that I would not necessarily have crossed paths with.

I enjoy doing it, podcasting lets me meet people. I also record episodes with my husband, 
he’s the big sports fan but I joke that I am the award-winning sports podcaster.

WHY DO YOU THINK YOU RECEIVED THE WINNING AWARD?
The number one reason is at nine months into the podcast, I joined the Alberta Podcast Network which is a network that 
consist of about 40+ podcasts. They helped me achieve exposure quickly by promoting the podcast regularly, I’m also 
active on social media.

VANDA FAVARO PODCASTING
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HOW DID YOU FIND OUT YOU WERE THE WINNER 
OF THIS AWARD?
I received an email saying congrats you are a winner. I immediately 
thought, “Oh nooooo, they accidently sent this out to all nominees, 
that poor person must have accidently sent it to me”.  

I looked on the website and saw that I actually won, then I 
confirmed with the network president. Let’s say, I was absolutely 
shocked…shocked.

Yes, I won for best sports podcast, but it’s for the rest of us. You 
can enjoy sports at whatever level you choose, you don’t need to be a diehard fan for one team, you don’t have to know 
every stat about every player, you can just enjoy anywhere on the spectrum at your level.

HOW DID YOU LEARN ABOUT FOOTBALL?
The goal was to always talk about just stuff I enjoyed. For example, Deshaun Watson is a quarterback for the Houston 
Texans, I know that now. As a child, his mother received a house through Habitat for Humanity. Deshaun personally 
understands the impact Habitat for Humanity has made in his life and has been an advocate by supporting, building and 
contributing his earnings to the organization. That is why I like him. Football presents a lot of opportunity to those who can 
make a difference. 

Now when Deshaun Watson comes up in conversation, I know who he is. I now have more invested interest in the game 
because I know the people involved. Of course, the antics of  Antonio Brown (Google if you don’t know him) he is a super 
talented player who can’t get his stuff together. I offered to help him sort his life out, after all, he can stay in my spare room 
and I’ll feed him pasta. 

WHEN DO YOU RELEASE YOUR PODCASTS?
During regular season, my episodes are weekly, every Wednesday and in the off-season, I will do different events like 
March Madness NCAA basketball. Right now, I have a March Madness group on ESPN with prizes for winners.

PODCAST LINKS:
Website: http://tightendspodcast.com | Twitter: @thetightends | Instagram: @thetightends | Facebook: Tight Ends Podcast

VANDA PODCASTING WITH GUEST CO-HOST

N e x t  n e w s l e t t e r  l o o k  o u t  f o r  J e s s i c a  H e r m a n s o n ’s  i n t e r v i e w.

On International Women’s Day (March 8th), SMJV donated $1000 to the Chetwynd Safe House Program operated 
under the South Peace Community Resources Society (SPCRS). The Chetwynd Safe House Program offers a safe 
and secure place for women and children to stay who have experienced personal hardships. 

The outreach program provides:
• Emergency response to women who have experienced physical/sexual assault.
• Individual supportive counselling to women in transition, who choose not to reside at 

Chetwynd Safe House or who no longer need to reside at Chetwynd Safe House.
• Accompaniment through the judicial, social services and medical systems.
• Initial referrals and liaisons with community agencies as required in each client’s case.
• Access to library books and other resources which relate to physical/sexual assault.
• Support groups for women who are in or have been in abusive relationships.

If you would like to personally donate to the SPCRS, visit their website: www.spcrs.ca/ or call : (250) 782-9174.

SUPPORTING THE COMMUNITIES IN WHICH WE WORK
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SMJV 24 HOUR SUPPORT SERVICE
SMJV is committed to providing a work environment where everyone is treated with respect and dignity. 

We have partnered with Cenera to provide a confidential 24 hour platform available to anyone who has concerns or 
complaints related to workplace harassment (personal harassment, sexual harassment, bullying, discrimination, violence) 
and allows workers to initiate confidential discussions related to workplace harassment via phone or email.

If you are a victim of harassment, sexual harassment, bullying, discrimination or workplace violence, please contact:

Call: 1-587-315-0842 | Email: SMJVSupport@Cenera.ca
Confidentiality will be maintained throughout.24 Hour Support | 

Surerus Murphy is committed to providing support to anyone who 
is subject to such behavior and will continue to strive to build a 
work environment we are all proud to be a part of. 

Supporting Our People
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IN OUR COMMUNITY

SURERUS PIPELINE TOOK 1ST  PLACE IN THE ANNUAL SANTA CLAUS PARADE.

SURERUS PIPELINE CELEBRATING THEIR 50TH ANNIVERSARY BY DECORATING 
BRIAN SURERUS’ ORIGINAL DROTT EXCAVATOR 

left - right: HESSIE GONZÁLEZ-SMITH, CELINE COWELL
AND LYETTE PECQUERY

SPI FOOD DRIVE - WOMEN’S RESOURCE SOCIETY

LM-JV COLLECTED PRESENTS FOR THE BIRMINGHAM CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL

STRETCHFORD ACCESS FOR ALL TEAM HELPED THE 
‘STECHFORD VILLAGE NEIGHBOURHOOD FORUM

GOSPORT OIL FUEL DEPOT PROJECT TEAM - 
CHRISTMAS LUNCH
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IN OUR COMMUNITY

SMJV AWARDED RIDE TO CONQUER CANCER - 2019 OUTSTANDING NEW TEAM NMML BROUGHT CHEER TO 275 CHETWYND FAMILIES

RONALD McDONALD HOUSE - SMJV VOLUNTEERS

PINK SHIRT DAY - LIFT EACH OTHER UP

CGL BROUGHT CHEER TO THE CHETWYND COMMUNITY

CGL SPONSORED THE WORLD JUNIOR A CHALLENGE

Send us your photos!
SMJV would love to feature you and the team in the next newsletter.
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HOW IS SMJV USING DRONES IN NEW INNOVATIVE WAYS? by BRENDAN SHEEHAN

SMJV has been utilizing basic consumer drone devices and technology for approximately five years to varying extents on 
its projects based on the preferences and familiarity of the project personnel. Predominantly, drones were used to perform 
simple aerial photography and videography. In the past year, particularly the past 6-8 months with the appointment of 
Travis Woodcock as SMJV’s Manager of Survey and Technical Services, the use of drones has increased significantly 
and continues to develop, soon to become an integral part of all our projects.

WHAT DID WE DO BEFORE?
As with most recreational or casual users of drone technology, SMJV used it for the collection of basic aerial photos and 
videos throughout the life cycle of its projects. It was deployed for multiple applications: pre-construction scouting and 
planning, mid project progress monitoring, and post project completion assessments following cleanup. Assortments of 
the images collected for these applications have been used for the development of promotional videos, project books, 
office décor, etc.

Most of the drones used in these early stages were either owned personally and borrowed to the project, owned and 
operated by a third-party company, or on a small scale purchased or rented by the projects directly.

WHAT ARE WE DOING TODAY?
With the ongoing advancements and improved accessibility of drone technology in recent years, the construction industry 
has seen an exponential growth in its application. SMJV acknowledged this trend and committed to its own investments 
and advancements in both personnel and equipment through the hiring and training of key individuals and the purchase of 
select units and accessories. 
SMJV currently has eight trained and qualified drone operators 
amongst its engineering, environment and survey team and holds 
the following equipment in its inventory:
• 1 x DJI Phantom 4 with RTK unit
• 3 x DJI Mavic Pro 2

• 1 x DJI Mavic Mini
Drones are being used on all three of SMJV’s active major pipeline projects: North Montney Mainline Line Spread 1, 
North Montney Kahta Section, and Coastal GasLink. The original use of the technology continues – aerial photo and video 
collection with promotional adaptations – but at a far greater frequency. Weekly flights are being conducted to obtain clear 
video records of a project’s progress and right of way conditions throughout its life cycle. Construction and environmental 
personnel are employing the technology regularly for front end planning, routine monitoring of sensitive features, and 
other investigation and record keeping purposes.

SMJV is starting to apply the technology of digital photogrammetry whereby a drone, with its GPS location accurately 
known throughout, collects a large array of photos during a flight mission which are stitched together using Pix4D software 

PEACE RIVER HDD PULLBACK - NORTH MONTNEY MAINLINE  (NMML)

DJI MAVIC PRO 2

MAINLINE DITCHING - NORTH MONTNEY KAHTA SECTION (NMKS) 
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and processed to generate a geospatially accurate 3D rendered 
surface image. Known survey control points are established and 
marked so they are captured within the photo surface; using 
these points, the accuracy of the photogrammetry results can be 
validated and further improved.

When used together with a certain interval of ground survey 
control points, The DJI Mavic Pro 2 units, which are inexpensive 
and relatively simple to use, are proving capable of producing 
highly accurate surface models. The DJI Phantom 4 is a larger 
unit, notably more inexpensive and complex, that has an RTK 
unit (‘Real-Time Kinetic’) to improve its GPS accuracy further 
than that of the Mavic Pro 2. This improves the accuracy of the 
surfaces developed; however, ground control points are still used 
for validation.

WHERE ARE WE GOING TOMORROW / WHAT WILL 
WE DO NEXT?
As we shift from the research, development, and trial phases 
into the implementation phases of our drone program, SMJV will determine which hardware and software combinations 
are best suited for our applications and continue to broaden their use. More individuals will receive the training and 
certification to pilot our equipment and more equipment will be procured as necessary to support our active projects and 
provide consistent results.

Our use of photogrammetry will continue to be refined to achieve acceptable accuracy with little or even no ground survey 
control points. The outputs of photogrammetry will be analyzed in addition to the client provided LiDAR for more accurate 
determinations of earthworks volumes and the subsequent balancing iterations performed during grade planning. The 
current progress videos being collected will be supplemented by photogrammetry surfaces generated at choice intervals 
throughout the project: prior to clearing, after clearing before grade, after grade, and following machine and final cleanup. 
This will provide indisputable as-built records of the original and final conditions of the right of way and the extent of the 
work (volumes of material) that was done to construct and reclaim it.  It will also be used when possible for initial project 
assessments either in pre-planning or at bid stages to refine our estimate accuracy of schedule and cost.

The use of LiDAR collecting units in combination with drones is an avenue we have begun and will continue to explore. 
It is a substantial investment as compared with basic drone and RTK units but has the potential of further refining our 
accuracy in surface generation and grade planning using the laser technology of LiDAR for direct measurements of spatial 
points rather than the indirect determination of location through photogrammetry.

PHOTOGRAMMETRY DEMONSTRATION PIX4D

SLOPE HEAT MAP KP5-10 NMKS PHOTOGRAMMETRY SURFACE NMKS
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Wash your hands frequently using soap
and water for at least 20 seconds.

Cough or sneeze into a tissue or your
sleeve, then wash your hands immediately.

Self monitor yourself for symptoms - cough, fever, 
shortness of breath, runny nose and sore throat.

Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth.

Sanitize frequently and disinfect commonly used 
surfaces, objects, tools and equipment.

Practice social/physical distancing and avoid
gatherings. Group sizes should be minimized.

Stay at home if unwell, except to get
medical care. When in doubt, call 811.

Do not sneeze into the palm of your hands.

HELP REDUCE THE SPREAD OF COVID-19
The Covid-19 aka Coronavirus is a global pandemic that is currently impacting Canada. In these unprecedented times, 
Surerus Murphy have taken steps to help prevent the spread of the Coronavirus (Covid-19). What can you do to help?
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EVENT POSTPONED - DUE TO COVID-19

Join us next year, when we Ride to Conquer Cancer 2021
We have so much to be proud of when it comes to the Alberta Ride to Conquer Cancer. You have created so many 
moments - countless moments - for Albertans facing cancer over the year. We look forward to seeing you in 2021.

All registered Riders will automatically be registered for the 2021 Ride with no additional fees or registration costs.

Cancer is the leading cause of death in Canada and responsible for 40% of all deaths. 
Every day, 565 Canadians will be diagnosed with cancer and 221 will die from it.

#RideToConquerCancerAlberta | #RideToConquerCancer
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CONGRATULATIONS!!!

SMJV HAS A LOT TO CELEBRATE!
FROM ENGAGEMENT, TO GRADUATION, TO BABIES, 

Newly engaged Jeff Timmins with 
fiancé Tracy

Jason McElligott’s newborn Maisie Sean Brosnahan’s newborn Nisrine

Share your stories,
and your pics!

SMJV would love to 
celebrate with you.
Let us know about 

any major milestones, 
anniversaries or 
important events!

BRYAN O’ SULLIVAN RECEIVED HIS PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING DESIGNATION 

WITH THE ENGINEERS AND GEOSCIENTISTS OF BRITISH COLUMBIA
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SIMON PHILLIPS | COMMERICAL DIRECTOR

WHAT IS YOUR ROLE AT SMJV?

I’m the Commercial Director for SMJV.

DESCRIBE YOUR TYPICAL DAY.

A typical day involves numbers and words, everyone’s 
favorite things. Reviewing project performance, contractual 
matters i.e. anything from a sub-contractor dispute, to 
phoning a client and chasing money so we can keep the 
lights on, to intervening to mediate to a common ground 
on site with any commercial related issues. One week out 
of every month is chaos in the form of reporting, never fun, 
but has to be done. That involves site teams and myself 
working together and the collection of a tonne of data to 
make sure we are on track from a project perspective. 

WHAT DO YOU ENJOY MOST ABOUT YOUR JOB? 

The people, simple. I get to talk to a lot of people across 
the business and with our clients. I like to see youngsters 
(compared to me) develop and grow within the business. 
The Canadian countryside is also something I enjoy…. 
Beautiful country. Cold. But beautiful… Plus, who doesn’t 
love a weekend in Chetwynd. And I like it when the SMJV 
gets paid, that’s always a good day.

60 SECONDS WITH SMJV

FOLLOW  US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

ANY FINAL THOUGHTS? 

I was meant to be here for a year, and when I was asked to 
stay longer I had no hesitation in wanting to extend my time 
here in Canada with SMJV. The opportunity for this business 
here in Canada is enormous. Great place to work and good 
people who are all working towards the same goal. I am 
genuinely looking forward to the next three years. Famous 
last words, I might get sent home next week haha… 

FAST 4 QUESTIONS

1. Favourite drink, booze or not -  Gin and Tonic… or 
red wine…. Or both. If I had to pick one over the other 
I would go… red wine. No specific type… just needs to 
be red and from grapes.

2. One meal for the rest of your life, what would it be 
- Tempted to say cheese on toast… lock it in. Cheese 
and Worcestershire sauce on toast. Sourdough bread. 
Extra mature cheddar. Sauce on top of the cheese. 
A touch of sea salt… done. Feed me that and I’m a 
happy man.

3. Any unusual talents - I’m not sure if it’s a talent, but… 
I used to be a lifeguard in north wales at the local pool. 
So my talent was/is that I save lives. I used to compete 
in lifesaving competitions, reached National level and 
used to hold the record for the rope throw. I save lives 
and I do it fast haha. I can also down a pint of Guinness 
in 2 seconds… I didn’t want to lead with that after my 
red wine comments, but I guess that is also another 
talent of mine.

4. Best pick up line - I don’t have a pickup line, no need 
for one. I’m a happily married man as you know…. 
Those days are gone. I used them when I was younger, 
they weren’t good and they were very much to the 
point. Think I used something straight forward on the 
wife, it worked out ok I guess ha.

We want to feature you!
If you have any feedback, comments or inspirational stories, 

or something news worthy, please email:

Lyndelle Gonzalez, Marketing Coordinator
lyndelle.gonzalez@surerus-murphy.com


